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You can optimize your use of WorldCat by making changes to your search interface and holdings displays.  RRLC has set certain defaults to allow for a more efficient way to search WorldCat and to easily locate holdings owned by RRLC member libraries.  Through this type of customization, you will be able to search a “local” WorldCat, through access to the world-wide database.  Using your administrative password authorization, you are able to implement changes yourself, or you may direct RRLC to make changes on your behalf.  For assistance contact Barbara Ciambor, RRLC Outreach Librarian at (585)223-7570 or bciambor@rrlc.org.

Here are examples of some “customization” of settings that will allow you to search WorldCat “locally”:
Go to WorldCat Administrative Module http://firstsearch.oclc.org/admin
Enter your authorization/password (contact RRLC for this information).

Customizing Settings 

Interface Display
Click on tab for "Interface Display". 
You will be at the "Search Settings" screen, as indicated on the menu bar at the left.

Under “Default Search Screen”:  Basic, Advanced, Expert, select "Advanced".
RRLC has set this default to Advanced Searching to allow for all the searching capabilities available on FirstSearch.  Advanced Searching allows for the application of specific limits and index searching not available via the Basic search interface.  Click Save Changes
Library Holdings
Select "Library Holdings" from the menu bar at the left.
Display Library Holdings

Library Holdings Display: for Group select VRSU from the dropdown box.
RRLC has set the default Group to VRSU. VRSU contains more than 400 libraries within the RRLC Union List Group. When this is set as the default, the libraries within the RRLC Union List Group will show first when displaying holdings information.  If VRSU is not listed as a choice, contact RRLC.
Display All Libraries:  Check On
Display My Union List Data in FirstSearch:  Check On to display holdings linked to your library.
My Library Limit
My Library:  Limit availability to items owned in your library.  This option is available via the Advanced Search screen and can be checked.  Check Display.  Click Save Changes.

Custom Library Group Limit:  
You can create your own Custom Library Groups.

Select "Custom Library Groups" from the menu bar at the left
You can create up to five groups, each containing up to 15 libraries. Only one group at a time may be displayed.  For example, you can create a group of 15 of the largest RRLC libraries, naming the group “RRLC Libraries”.  Set this group as the display default and “RRLC Libraries” will display when a record searched is owned by libraries within this group.  
You can create groups that contain the names of your library partners (school library systems, special libraries, SUNY libraries, etc.)  This will allow you to identify resources from your library partners and help guide patrons to these resources. In the "group name" box, give your group a name. We used "RRLC Libraries" as the default. Scroll down to the "enter library symbols" area.  If you already know the OCLC symbols of libraries you wish to include you can enter them directly in this box and click "add" after each addition. To find libraries click on Participating Institutions Search.  When finished adding libraries, click Save Changes.
Library Settings
Select “Your Library Settings” from the menu bar at the left, select Your Library from the pull down window. 
You can add your library logo to the search screen. Locate the URL of your library’s logo’s image file.  It must be in a location accessible to your users (e.g. your library’s home page).  The URL can be copied and pasted from an accessible location onto the WorldCat administrative module interface.  Test and save changes. Usually you can do this by going to your library's home page and right-clicking on the library logo. You then have the option to "copy image location", and you can simply paste this into the box provided for the URL.
You can add a Custom Web Link to your search screen such as a link to your library’s home page, union catalog, or other library catalogs. Enter the URLs as above, test and Save Changes.  
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Download the WorldCat search box and see WorldCat statistics.

Linking

To link to other outside resources click on tab for “Linking”
Select "Web Library Catalogs" on the left.

Library Catalog Entry:  You can enter the URL for your catalog’s opening page or initial search screen.  Type or cut-and-paste the URL for your catalog’s entry page or initial search screen in the box provided.  Click Save Changes.
Library Catalog Search: Sample ISBN, ISSN and OCLC numbers have been entered here to facilitate the testing of “deep linking”, having FirstSearch prompt a library’s OPAC to conduct an ISBN, ISSN or OCLC search.   

Catalog Search Results Link Text:  Enter the link text that users will click to search the catalog at your library.  Retain the default text or customize, the linked text should convey that clicking will initiate a search of your library’s catalog.

Linking>Z39.50 Library Resources:  Use this screen to add a library catalog or Z39.50 database to let your users view additional information while searching WorldCat.
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